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Private and Confidential 

Andrew Selous MP 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Justice 
102 Petty France 
London 
SW1H 9AJ 
 

02 July 2016 
 

 

 

Dear Mr Selous, 

 

MOJ Ref:  34247 

Membership of the IMB for HMP and YOI Hollesley Bay 

 

Thank you for your letter dated 26 May which I received on 01 June, I feel I must 
comment on the measure of suspension from the IMB and the pressure you have now 
placed on me.  

 

Firstly, in paragraph one of your letter, you refer to the report you received from The 
Secretariat. I was not aware of the existence of such a report until I received your 
letter.  

In view the fact the report provided to you by The Secretariat mentions me by name, 
and as no Government restriction applies to such a report, I respectfully request a 
copy of it by return. 

 

Secondly, in paragraph two of your letter you itemise two points, a and b, these are 
identical to the points I raised about members. 

On point a, respect, I was not afforded any respect by members of HBIMB on 19 April 
2016, or since. Their treatment of me was pre-planned, deliberate and in reprisal for 
an article I had written, published in The Prisons Handbook 2016, in which I raised 
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important issues of prison reform. It was my own opinion, written in good faith, bearing 
no personal grievance. It was well grounded and reflected points raised in the Karen 
Page Report 2014 commissioned by MOJ, which found that the Independent 
Monitoring Board was unfit for purpose in its current form and recommend root and 
branch reform. 

On point b, acting in a manner which could bring discredit or cause embarrassment to 
the IMB, you will find that the complicity and dishonestly I discovered in emails sent to 
me is where the real embarrassment resides. And no wonder: the intention of 
destroying official documents and pretending it never happened may amount to 
misconduct in a public office. I had every right to call that out as soon I became aware 
of it. That, plus The Secretariat working in collusion with members of HBIMB behind 
my back to remove me as Chairman utterly discredits the entire organisation.  

 

Thirdly, in paragraph three of your letter, you base your decision to suspend me on 
three bulleted points: 

Point One: that I spoke to the media without waiting for the results of the MOJ 
investigation. In actual fact, the MOJ investigation you refer to here is being conducted 
by Sandra Marcantonio and is yet to report. She is on annual leave until 06 June.  

I did not contact the media, they contacted me. I had a press interview with Colin 
Adwent at East Anglian Daily Times on 25 April, a clear two weeks before the MOJ 
investigation even started on 09 May. I had no control on date of publication or if 
anything would be published at all. 

Moreover, I had a press interview with Paul Sullivan at Inside Time on 05 May, before 
the MOJ investigation has even started on 09 May. Again, they contacted me. 

No advice has ever been given to me from The Secretariat, only a telephone call to 
my personal mobile phone from John Rowe, Deputy of The Secretariat on 10 May, 
warning me (his words not mine) that “the Minister would take a dim view of making 
public the leaked email trail”. Mr Rowe had not even consulted “the Minister” - 
presumably that meant you - but spoke on behalf of the Minister. 

 

Yet another investigation is not only a complete waste of taxpayers’ money but also 
means as independent monitoring of HMP and YOI Hollesley Bay prison has now 
stopped completely; this breaks the OPCAT commitment.  

In my capacity as Chairman I gave Governor Moore assurance that there would be 
continued monitoring. Your decision to suspend me with immediate effect means that 
I am no longer permitted onto the prison estate and can no longer assure the Governor 
that any monitoring will take place. Your decision means my hands are now tied so 
there is nothing at all I can put in place in the interim period. Therefore, the Governors, 
the staff and inmates are now looking to you to put that cover in place immediately.  



3 
 

In my opinion, interim cover cannot be done with the residual members of HBIMB 
because, without prejudice, whilst the whole situation is under not one but two 
investigations they also must also be suspended from the Board with immediate effect.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Faith Spear 

 

 


